Sharps

Safety

Knife safety
Knives should always be kept sharp to prevent accidents.

Knives should always be sheathed when not in use to protect the blade, keep it clean and prevent accidents.

A knife should always be passed hilt first with the blade uppermost.

Never attempt to twist a knife without proper control as it may break.

Always cut AWAY from your body, NEVER towards.

Never throw a knife! You never know who may walk in front of you.

Never play with a knife. It is very easy to harm both yourself and others.
Axe safety

Always check your axe before use to ensure the head is tight with no play.
Check the handle to make sure that it is sound with no breaks, cracks or splits.

Always make sure there are no obstructions around you that may catch the axe.

ALWAYS make sure that others know where you will be using an axe and rope off the area if at all possible.

Make sure you are standing on a flat, level and firm surface.

Make sure any chains or loose articles about your person are secured.

Try to wear close fitting clothes.

Never use an axe in the dark or when tired.
Saws

Never try to force a blade through the wood.

When using a bow saw or bush saw, always pass your free hand through the frame of the saw.

When starting to saw always make small cuts in one direction to clear a ‘kerf’ or channel for the blade to pass through.

Never twist a saw blade.

Always check that your saw is in good condition before use.

Never saw a limb from underneath, always from the side or above.
